l82         ENGLISH   VOYAGES   TO   THE   CARIBBEAN
What deponent did see was nine English (p. 5) dead on the ground,
and he heard it said that two of the enemy's pinnaces had been sunk.
Three negroes who deserted from the English said that some English
had been killed. No Spaniards were killed; but three soldiers
deserted to the enemy, one of whom was French, one Flemish, and
one Spanish.
After the two days and two nights that the siege lasted, the
general withdrew to where deponent was with the women. Sixty
men accompanied him.
The English held the port seven days. They careened a ship and
at the end of that period burned the town and the fort and destroyed
the estates and trees and razed the maize fields, felling and demol-
ishing everything.
Deponent saw His Majesty's chest taken into the fort and later
saw that it was not saved, because the English ruined and burned
everything...
He signed his name and is about 28 years old ...
Francisco Hernandez, ensign of the fort at San Agustin . .. being
duly sworn . . . stated that on Friday after Corpus Christi, on the
sixth of the present month of June, certain vessels appeared at sea
off the port. They anchored at the entrance at the bar, and,
according to persons who counted them, and to three negroes who
deserted from the English, these were 23 large ships and many
pinnaces and boats, to a total of more than 50 sail in all. Deponent
could not count them because he was in the fort, which is more than
a league from where they anchored.
Saturday morning (p. 6) at dawn boats and frigates and pinnaces
put in, to land men. Twenty pinnaces and boats landed troops
which deponent estimates at a thousand men.
They marched in formation with six flags flying, all red, without
any other colour whatsoever. As they advanced a piece was fired
from the fort, at which they paused and took shelter behind certain
sand dunes. Other pieces were fired, which sank two pinnaces which
were off the coast with seamen aboard.
As soon as the English discovered the fort, its position, and where
they could plant artillery,, they informed the English commander,
who was on board the ships outside the bar. Thereupon, with
twenty additional boatloads of men, the English commander came
ashore with all his music. He brought four pieces of artillery and
these were set up on land and began to batter the fort. The enemy so
busied himself until nightfall on Saturday. The exchange of artillery
fire continued until night fell.